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Judges Roster 
Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
 

Sagar Babber 
Founder & CEO 
Gleantap 
  

 
Anthony Baldini 
CEO 
Athlete Strategies 

 
 

Bobby Basham 
Director, Baseball Innovation 
Chicago Cubs 
 
 
Jolyn de Boer 
Founder 
Racquet & Paddle Sports Alliance 

 
 
Kalinda Bogue 
Principal, Strategist 
Artichoke & Owl LLC 

 
 

Pippa Boothman 
CEO 
Playfinity 
 

 
Geoffrey Cheng 
Investments 
Boomtown Accelerators 

  



 
 
2024 SFIA VIRTUAL START-UP CHALLENGE #SFIAStartUpChallenge 

2 
 

Judges Roster 
Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
 
Jim Chi 
Founding Member / Principal 
Oregon Sports Angels / Cascade Management 

 
 

Wonock Chung 
Assistant Professor, Sport Management 
Northern Illinois University - Sports Business Program 
 
 
Austin Cohen 
Founder & CEO 
FlexIt, Inc. 

 
 
Ryan Cruthirds 
Chief Global Brand Development & Digital Commerce Officer 
Implus Footcare, L.L.C. 

 
 

Christopher DiCesare 
Managing Scientist 
Exponent, Inc. 
 

 
Michael Dill 
Partner 
Holland & Hart LLC 

 
 

Scott Eichner 
Founder 
The Onside Company 
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Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
 

Anne Ellis 
Shareholder 
Buchalter APC 

 
 

David Geddes 
Executive Board, Director 
International Sports Technology Association (ISTA) 
 
 
Kristen Gendron 
Venture Capitalist 
Wildwood VC 

 
 
George Georgallides 
CEO 
Basis Health 

 
 

Michael Grant 
Vice President of Sales 
Broad Fit Financial 
 

 
Adrien Harraway 
Senior Vice President/Director of the McLendon Foundation 
National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 
(NACDA) 

 
 

Russell Hartford 
Senior Director, Technology 
USA Baseball 



 
 
2024 SFIA VIRTUAL START-UP CHALLENGE #SFIAStartUpChallenge 

4 
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Timothy Hatten 
Professor: Fitness, Wellness and Sport 
Rock Valley College 

 
 

Randall Henry 
Owner 
Henry-Griffitts Limited 
 
 
Arno Hermans 
Founder 
Sports Vitality Hub 

 
 
Peter Honig 
President, Strategy & Consulting 
CSM Sport & Entertainment 

 
 

Rebecca Hopkins 
CEO 
The STA Group 
 

 
Michael Hughes 
Senior Director, Digital Strategy & Innovation 
United States Tennis Association (USTA) 

 
 

Mike Irwin 
Founder 
Bottle Rocket Advisors 
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Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
 

Kiki Johnston 
Partner 
DRIVE by DraftKings 

 
 

Lindsey Keeler 
Senior Director, Program and Services 
USTA - New England 
 
 
Seth Lieberman 
CEO 
Ankored 

 
 
Marty Lillis 
CEO and Owner 
Franklin Retail Solutions 

 
 

John Lowe 
President 
Scorched Ice Inc. 
 

 
Rohn Malhotra 
Co-founder 
SportsTechX 

 
 

Doug Mauch 
Vice President 
ProDrive Pickleball 
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Judges Roster 
Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
 

Marilou McFarlane 
CEO & Founder & Chair Emeritus 
Women in Sports Tech (WiST) 

 
 

John McMahon 
Vice President 
North Castle Partners 
 
 
Ross Moses 
Senior Director of Analytics & Insights 
U.S. Soccer Federation 

 
 
Lindsey Naber 
Senior Director, Brand Marketing 
Rawlings Sporting Goods 

 
 

Nenad Nikolin 
CEO 
CCS Solutions 
 

 
Bryan Ogle 
Head of Sales Marketings 
All Racquet Sports 

 
 

Federico Olivares 
Founder and Vice President of Innovation 
2nd Skull, LLC 
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Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
Ron Ostrowski 
President 
Rawlings Sporting Goods 

 
 

Aaron Parker 
Partner 
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP 
 
 
Bill Patterson 
Executive Vice President, Product Authentication 
Octane5 International LLC 

 
 
Chris Perra 
Director, Technology, Design & Development 
Stephen Arzoni 

 
 

Sandy Pressley 
Founding Member 
Oregon Sports Angel Network 
 

 
Robert Quinn 
CEO 
SymGym 

 
 

Jon Ram 
Former CEO 
Clarks Americas, Inc. 
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Listed in alphabetical order by last name: 

 
 

Megan Rasmussen 
Communications and Business Leader 
Megan Rasmussen 

 
 

Beth Rasmussen 
Global Vice President, Sourcing 
Everlast Worldwide Inc. 
 
 
Adam Redmond 
Co-Founder/CEO 
Tully 

 
 
Mike Reisman 
Owner 
Epilocity Sports 

 
 

Michael Rojas 
President, CEO 
Iron Grip Barbell Company 
 

 
Francesco Sardone 
Patent Attorney 
Carter, DeLuca & Farrell LLP 

 
 

Jon Schmieder 
Founder & CEO 
Huddle Up Group, LLC 
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Brandon Shangraw 
Vice President of Innovation 
Stack Sports 

 
 

Russell Simon 
Senior Consultant Telecommunications, Media and Technology 
FTI Consulting 
 
 
Bryan Smeltzer 
President 
LiquidMind Inc 

 
 
George Stepancich 
CEO 
Invisionate 

 
 

Shannon Stilson 
Vice President, Marketing & Media 
USPA Global Licensing Inc. 
 

 
Hany Syed 
CEO & Co-Founder 
Lens of Sport 

 
 

Matt Tingler 
Managing Director 
R.W. Baird 



 
 
2024 SFIA VIRTUAL START-UP CHALLENGE #SFIAStartUpChallenge 

10 
 

Judges Roster 
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Erika True 
Education Manager 
SAY Soccer 

 
 

Alain Villeneuve 
General Counsel & Senior Vice-President 
TRX 
 
 
Tommaso Vitale 
Strategy & Business Development Manager 
Capelli Sport 

 
 
Rijo Walker 
Program Manager 
Plug and Play 

 
 

Jeff Wilen 
Chief Product Officer, Investor and Mentor 
NextGen Venture Partners 
 

 
Matt Winkler 
Director & Professor 
American University 

 
 

Geferl Zasaretti 
Founder 
He's Open 


